
JD/MS in Government Organization  
and Leadership Dual Degree Program

Program of Study
The GOAL dual degree program is both theoretical 
and practical in nature. Students receive instruction 
from respected professionals in law, government, 
and leadership and apply those lessons during their 
practicum semester in Washington, D.C. 

Upon graduation, students can expect to possess 
detailed knowledge of government standards of ethical 
conduct and the principles arising from the core values 
of the Jesuit tradition.

Required Courses in Omaha

 • Administrative Law (3 credits)
 • State and Local Governments in a Federal System 

(3 credits)
 • Leadership: Theories, Models, Behavior (3 credits)
 • Workshop: Emerging Perspectives  

on Governance (2 credits)
 • Government Organization and Research (1 credit)

Required Courses in Washington, D.C.*

 • Counsel Roles and Leadership in Government  
(3 credits)

 • Ethics in Government (2 credits)
 • Government Practicum (11 credits)

*Coursework takes place in the evenings, as students  
are working a normal 40-hour week during the externship. 
Students are also expected to take part in informational 
interviews, networking events, and maintain regular 
contact with their mentor during their time in D.C.

“Spending a semester in the most 
powerful city in the world, meeting 
and working with leaders in public 
service was the best decision I made in 
law school. The skills, knowledge, and 
connections I gained through GOAL 
have been invaluable in pursuing a 
career in Washington, D.C.” 

–Claire Hillan, Class of 2015
Completed practicum at the Department 
of Justice, Human Rights and Special 
Prosecutions. 2017-2019 Constitutional 
Litigation Fellow, Non-Profit Impact 
Litigation Department, Washington, D.C.

Apply by April 1, 2018. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
goal@creighton.edu
402.280.1204
law.creighton.edu

“I got to combine my passion for 
politics with my interest in the federal 
legal process, all while living in the 
nation’s capital, thanks to the GOAL 
program and its wonderful faculty at 
the Creighton University School of 
Law. Now as an attorney I am able to 
utilize the experiences and knowledge  
I gained while in GOAL to further  
my career.”

–Steve Hogan, Class of 2016
Completed practicum at the  
White House, Office of Cabinet Affairs.
Associate Attorney,  
Full-Service Law Firm,  
Omaha, Neb.



Hands-on experience  
in Washington, D.C.
Are you a law student who is considering a career in 
government or with firms or organizations that work 
closely with government? Or do you simply want to find 
out what legal work in a government environment is 
like? Creighton University School of Law’s Government 
Organization and Leadership (GOAL) program will give 
you a head start to make your dreams come true.

Students who participate in GOAL earn two degrees— 
a Juris Doctor (JD) and a Master of Science (MS) degree 
in Government Organization and Leadership—in three 
years. The centerpiece of GOAL is an exciting practicum 
semester in your third year of law school, living and 
working in the nation’s capital. You’ll be completely 
immersed in a full-time practicum with a federal 
agency, Congressional committee, or office  
of a member of Congress.

GOAL gives you a winning combination of career-driven  
legal experience and professional networking 
opportunities that go far beyond Creighton’s lecture 
halls and textbooks. 

Externship
During your full-time, semester-long practicum, 
you’ll be immersed in researching law, preparing 
memoranda, or drafting federal rules. You’ll also 
participate in joint strategy sessions, hearings 
and conferences, as well as accompany your 
practicum host to various meetings and events. 
Past GOAL students have completed practicums 
in legal offices at locations such as these: 

 • Department of Commerce

 • Department of Defense 

 • Department of Education

 • Department of Energy 

 • Department of Justice

 • Department of State

 • Environmental Protection Agency

 • House Homeland Security Committee

 • National Mediation Service

 • Peace Corps Inspector General

 • Senate Banking Committee 

 • Senate Finance Committee 

 • Senate Health Committee

 • White House Office of Cabinet Affairs

 • World Bank Office of Lead Counsel 

Mentorship
As part of our new mentorship program, students will 
be matched with an alumnus of Creighton University 
School of Law who is living and working in the District 
of Columbia. Mentors will provide career guidance, 
practicum advice, and networking opportunities. They 
will regularly check in with you to help you make the 
best of your D.C. semester.

Extracurricular Activities
During your time in D.C., you’ll also have many 
opportunities to attend events and tours throughout 
the district. In the past, students have received private 
tours of the East and West wings of the White House, 
the Supreme Court, the Capitol Building, the Pentagon, 
the Library of Congress and more. Past participants 
have also met senators and representatives from 
Nebraska and other states, as well as a Supreme  
Court justice.

Requirements
You must be enrolled at the Creighton University 
School of Law to participate in the GOAL program. 
Applications for this dual degree program must be 
completed by April of your first year of law school. 

Contact goal@creighton.edu for more information. 


